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OH MY GOD ITS SANTA!!
Santa Report: Operation Snowflake

It has been a super busy season at Santa’s Village in the
North Pole, with final preperations underway for operation Snowflake 2014. Operation Snowflake is the code name given to Santa’s
Christmas run this year. Every year the Elves vote on a new project
name to keep things fresh.
In an interview with one of the elder Elves, Duinor reports that
everything is looking good and that they are on track for launch
date. Duinor radiates youthful enthusiasm despite being over 1000
yeas old! “The hiccups we experienced with the new wrapping
machines have been ironed out and we are almost finished testing
the upgrades to the sleigh” said Duinor.

Santa is scheduled to depart the North Pole on December
24th, along with his excited reindeer pals. Santa’s route starts in the
Pacific taking him through New Zeland and Australia before flying all
the way around the world, finishing up in beautiful Canada.

ITS CHRISTMAS EVERYBODY!! Will Ferrell stars in ‘Elf’ from Warner Video

Reflecting Back on the Past for our Future Generations

By Steve Gallagher, CCP Coordinator

In 2007, Sliammon completed a
Comprehensive Community Plan to
support community development and
nation building while establishing a
foundation for self-government and treaty
implementation. The ultimate goal is to
create a better quality of life for our future
generations. In addition, a Land Use Plan
for Sliammon and Harwood Island was
completed in 2010, and most recently
Chief and Council adopted a Land Use
Plan for our treaty settlement lands which
sets out land use designations to establish
a vision throughout Sliammon lands.
Land use designations take into
consideration culture and traditional uses,
the environment, and land development
that will generate and promote economic
development that will not only lead into job
creation and employment opportunities for
our membership, but community owned
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The Ongoing Effort to Save Our Language

businesses to generate revenue for our
nation. A course of action (or policies)
have been developed to guide present
and future decisions in each of the land
use designations.

Academics and researchers that have studied the
Coast Salish languages have identified five main branches
from which all Coast Salish Languages stem. The Sliammon Language falls under the Central Salish branch, and is
part of the Comox group which consists of 2 dialects. A Vancouver Island dialect formerly spoken by the Comox Nation
and a mainland dialect spoken by the Klahoose, Homalco
and Sliammon Nation. At present there is no single word
used to differentiate or label the language however most
agree that “Comox” as applied by researchers is not an
adequate label.

For example, culture and traditional
use designations takes into consideration
that all archaeological sites will be
recognized and protected. Our language
will be utilized on signage, maps, as
well as documenting all traditional place
names. Education will play a key role
in promoting our Ta’ow and traditional
knowledge to non-members to ensure
the land is respected with traditional
values to ensure protection of our natural
resources. Traditional activities such as
hunting, berry picking, and cultural plant
harvesting will be taken into account on all
new land

The process of trying to preserve the language has
been an ongoing effort that has spanned many people
over many decades. The push within the community really
began in the 70’s when Betty Wilson and Sue Pielle began
a campaign to start teaching the language in the preschool
and day care to the Sliammon youth. If the kids could be
taught the language at an early age it would help to revitalize it. After several years Sue and Betty developed a
Sliammon Language club through negotiations with the
principle at James Thompson, and then began to push for
the School District to incorporate the language within the

(Continued on page 4)
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By Alex Sutcliffe

The importance of language is often overlooked in the
modern world. Language is intrinsic to human communication, how do we communicate without it? What would your
thoughts be like if there was no language? Language gives
rise to complex social interaction that has allowed humanity to organize, coordinate, structure and share knowledge,
everything required to develop complex social structures
and civilization. Language and Culture are also inherently
connected. Language is the expression of Culture (often
there are words specific to one culture that cannot be translated into other languages) and it is Language and Culture
that gives rise to Identity.

For thousands of years the Language was carried forth
from generation to generation. There was no writing system and it wasn’t needed. The language was perfect and
whole for the Tla’amin people. While moving through the
challenges of recent history, the language and knowledge
began to fragment. There were many contributing factors,
most of which are centered around the challenges which
accompanied coexistence with the nation of Canada, and
where the primary language spoken is English.
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Preserving Our Heritage

This is a complex subject that happens to be at the
core of what it means to be a human being, living on this
planet. How do we see ourselves, and our community?
What is our place in this world? Who are we? If we take
away our Identity what is left? Our global human identity,
is the sum of every single unique culture that exists. Every
unique culture on Earth literally represents thousands of
years of raw knowledge, experience and wisdom. This is
the reality of what is at stake, when it comes to the preservation of the Sliammon Language. It is a way of life that is
integral to Sliammon’s cultural identity and it carries with it,
thousands of years of ancestral knowledge, history, teachings, and wisdom. It is far more than just a language.

When asked about Santa, Duinor reports that the big man himself is doing great, resting up before the big event. “I helped him
choose a pair of shorts and some flip flops for when he lands in
Australia, where it’s summer time!” Duinor says

After visiting almost 1.9 billion children, Santa then returns
home to his village in the North Pole where he lives, and waits, for
that magic time of year to roll around again.
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Sliammon Government
House First Previews
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Tla’amin Breaking New Ground
By Alex Sutcliffe
March 12th, 2015

Sliammon First Nation commemorated the start of
construction on the new Government House at a ceremony held on the recently cleared lot off Klahanie Dr.
The ceremony included songs and brushing to bless
the land, followed by prayers from Elsie Paul and a
few words from Chief Clint Williams and Eric Magnuson - BC Regional Director General of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, followed by Powell
River Mayor Dave Formosa.
At the conclusion of the ceremony, attendees migrated to the Gym to share a meal and some songs and a
friendly battle of the sexes with the Competition Song.
Construction of the new Government House is on a
tight schedule, with the building expected to be completed within a 12 month time frame to be ready for
effective date, and the launch of the Tla’amin Nation
and new Government.

school system. Working with a committee of dedicated people (Elsie Paul, Mary James, Bill Bailey, and Roy Francis),
a curriculum was developed that was finally accepted as an
approved course within the School District. In the late 90’s
after Sue Pielle retired, Marion Harry took over teaching
the language, having taught at JC Hill and Max Cameron
before coming to Brooks.
Throughout the early years the teachers were using
phonics when trying to write the language but It became
apparent that the English orthography was not a suitable
substitute for Sliammon’s complex sounds and vocal characteristics. In the 90’s Sliammon reached out to Dr Patricia
Shaw, Dr Sue Blake and Dr Suzanne Urbanczyk for assistance finding an alternate orthography that was more suitable for the language. They came to Sliammon over a two
week period and gave the community a crash course in the
use of the International Phonetic Alphabet Orthography,
which then became the new standard. Learning to use the
orthography was quite a challenge and remains a challenge
for many, which is why the orthography is now taught in
schools at an early age.
Since the late 70’s and continuing today, Sliammon and
it’s neighbors have also been visited by talented linguists
that have been studying the language for many years.
Honorable mentions go to Dr Honore Watanabe from the
University of Kyoto in Japan, who has spent a great deal
of time in Sliammon studying the language and documenting the phonology, syntax, morphology and structure of the
language. Also helping over the last few decades was Dr
Susan Blake who has studied Coast Salish languages and
worked with Homalco in developing introductory language
booklets, Dr Suzanne Urbanczyk from the University Of
Victoria who has spent many years working with Klahoose,
John H. Davis researcher from the University of California
who compiled early recordings in the late 60’s and early
70’s for study, and Randy Bouchard and Dr Dorothy Ken-

The building will provide approximately 2,225 sqm of
space over 2 floors (and a basement) for governance
and administration offices, community and cultural
spaces and the Chief and Council chamber.

nedy who have studied Sliammon, Klahoose and Homalco
and written many papers on the language, culture and history, and most notably the book “Sliammon Life, Sliammon
Lands” (Talonbooks, 1983).

In the late 90’s the Sliammon Cultural Department,
headed by Harmony Johnson, invested a lot of time and
resources into the development of a language learning
program for the Sliammon community. Working with Betty Wilson, Elsie Paul, and Dave and Anne Dominick, two
programs were developed, one to help with learning the
language, and another program with various cultural teachings and stories. These language packs come with booklets
and audio CD’s and are still available for purchase from the
Sliammon Cultural Department for $25/set.
At the turn of the Century after the launch of FirstVoices, Betty Wilson approached Chief and Council seeking
support to begin documenting the language in the FirstVoices system. FirstVoices provided a centralised archive
that was accessible to everyone online. This would become
an important resource for anyone studying the language.
Chief and Council approved the request and proposals
have kept the work going. Randy Timothy and Karen Galligos were also instrumental at the launch of the program
along Elise Paul and Dave and Anne Dominick. In the last
2 years Sosan Blaney and Devin Pielle have also become
involved along with Manu Luaifoa who have helped to get
other fluent speakers recorded, like Peggy Harry, Yvonne
Galligos, Willie Peters, Jim Timothy, Charlie Timothy, Charlie Bob, Maggie Wilson, and Maggie Vivier to name a few.
Thanks to the ongoing efforts of a handful of people
and many of Sliammon’s Elders, close to 4000 words have
been documented so far. “This is a great achievement and
I would like to recognise, and thank dearly, all the people
who have contributed along the way” says Betty Wilson.

Story Continues on Page 6

The expected build cost is approximately $8.5 million,
with $1.5 million provided by the Federal Government.
The construction phase will also employ several band
members to work on the building.

June 2015

The new Government House will herald in a new era
of freedom, progress and prosperity for the Tla’amin
Nation.

Rendering of the new Tla’amin Governance House. Construction is scheduled to begin in the Summer.

Sliammon Constitution Referendum
by Denise Smith - Lands and Natural Resources
Negotiator

- Establish a fair, effective and environmentally sustainable system for managing Tla’amin lands

Full Chief and Council in attendance

The Constitution may be amended by referendum.
Chief and Council (by a unanimous vote) approved
a Referendum Vote to be held and the date will be
announced soon. Voting stations will be held both on
and off reserve and electronically via phone or online.

A Special Chief and Council meeting was convened
to seek approval for Constitutional Amendments. The
Community Working Groups and the Joint Steering
Committee (made up of STS Board and Chief and
Council reps and administration) have determined
that a number of provisions in the Constitution of the
Tla’amin Nation are presenting challenges for the development of Tla’amin Nation laws and may make the
implementation of the Tla’amin laws unnecessarily
complicated or difficult.

The Lands and Resources Working Group presented
on the law development process to date. The Community Working Groups have been up and running
for 2 years now and have worked their way through
several laws. This session provided an opportunity
to walk through one of our laws to familiarize all with
what is contained in the laws, how they will be applied
and to discuss any concerns or issues. We reviewed
the Tla’amin Subdivision, Development and Servicing
Law.

- To ensure coordination and standardizing of infrastructure

We are proposing that the Constitution be amended.

The purpose of this law is to:

Special Chief & Council Meeting held Feb. 19th, 2015

- To ensure that people applying to subdivide, develop or service Tla’amin lands or to construct buildings
know what is required

- To ensure that the Tla’amin community benefits from
development of Tla’amin Lands.

These laws will also be presented to the community at
a future date. There are up to 30 laws that need to be
in place for effective date. There will be future Special Chief and Council meetings on a regular basis in
order to review the laws and have them ready to be
implemented in April 2016.

The Future Of Our Nation: Education
and Employment for Tla’amin People
In April 2016, Sliammon First Nation will become a selfgoverning Nation. The implications of this are profound and
far reaching for the Tla’amin people. Moving away from the
Indian Act - a system of control that restricted the rights and
freedoms of indigenous peoples has been no easy feat, but
we did it. We decided as a community, that we wanted a
better life for our children, and we took the steps to make
that dream a reality.
As an independent Nation, we will now have the power and the authority to shape our destiny however we decide. Our future is in our hands and it couldn’t be brighter!
Throughout history, our people have been the custodians or
caretakers of our territory and it is in our ancestors footsteps
that we follow, as we move forward into a wonderful new
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future that we are creating for ourselves.

Sliammon is about to regain ownership of 8,322 hectares of land, with roughly 70km of waterfront spread out
over Harwood, Sliammon and Southview, Lund and Okeover. As a self governing Nation decision making will be local and streamlined, as we have law-making authority over
our lands.
The final agreement also includes many side agreements that will dramatically alter the economic profile of the
Nation like the net cash transfer of $20,000,000, additional
one time funds that total around $11,000,000, resource revenue sharing of $650,000 annually for the next 50 years,
and defined fisheries and shellfish allocations, additional

forestry tenures and taxation authority over residents on
Sliammon Lands.
We now have tremendous opportunities to generate
wealth for our Nation by leveraging our lands and resources
in a sustainable manner. The wealth generated by our Nation over time, will benefit every single person and improve
the quality of life for all. Own source revenues will be used
to improve community infrastructure and services, fund
housing developments, fund education, develop Nation
owned and operated businesses and partnerships, promote
the expansion and growth of our Nation, and within all of the
above create more jobs for our people.

Continued on next page...
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Your Vote Counts! Unravelling The Past Sliammon Mini Tribal Paddle to Tla’amin
Updating the Tla’amin Constitution

By Alex Sutcliffe, Editor

Canoe Journey 2015

2015 Hands Raised

A YEAR
IN REVIEW

It is almost time to vote on the changes to the Tla’amin
Constitution! By now you should have received your ballot
in the mail with information on how to submit your vote electronically or at one of the polling stations being held towards the end of this month. Voting officially closes at 8pm,
Monday May 25th.

It is important to note here that the proposed changes
are fairly minor amendments and do not alter the intention
and scope of the original Constitution in any way.

More information on the Constitution and the proposed
changes can be found over the page. The information package is also available for download from the Sliammon First
Nation website (www.sliammonfirstnation.com).

Tla’amin Laws Creating Equality, Transparency and Accountability
professionals/experts in various fields.

As the draft laws begin to take on their final forms they
will be presented to Chief and Council for review and final
approval.
The Constitution forms the foundation of our Government and the foundation of the Laws being developed. The
Laws are designed to create Equality, Transparency and
Accountability in the functioning of our Nation, so that we
can all live and work together as equal citizens.
As an example, the Land Law contains all of the provisions for how Tla’amin lands may be allotted/granted and
the requirements and criteria for application, land holders
rights, ownership, uses, administration and management
etc.

As we approach effective date there are 29 laws that
will need to be ready covering all areas. Many people are
worried that we don’t have enough time to prepare, but we
would like to reassure everybody that we have all the right
people in place and things are moving ahead on schedule.
We would also like to remind people that once the laws
have been developed they are not “etched in stone” and
can be amended and updated (by a process) should we
need to add things in the future.
Our teams are doing great work and once all the laws
are developed they will be published and accessible to
everyone online. If you would like to review the draft laws
you can also contact the Sliammon Treaty Society and we
will be happy to accommodate you.

Charley Adams was born in 1860 and died in 1930 at the
age of 70 at the Essondale Institution in Vancouver. “We found
a photo of Charley in the Archives when he was admitted to the
hospital and it’s interesting because in the documents he was
marked as being scared from head to toe and he was blind.
Now there were 3 pandemics that hit Vancouver Island between
1860-1870, a small pox epidemic that started in San Francisco
and traveled up the coast and wiped out tens of thousands of
people. First Nations people were particularly impacted and we
know that from the public health records. Small pox kills 30%
of people and leaves most that survive scared from head to
toe - and it also causes blindness in about 5% of survivors...
so Charley most certainly survived those pandemics and if you
think about it, that would be the reason why he left Vancouver
Island, because it was ravaged, there were entire villages that
were abandoned and Comox was one of them. Our own numbers were very low, down to about 200 people at one point - it’s
an epic part of our history and not many people know about it”
continues Evan. “It also confirms the stories that Ida Timothy
and Agnes used to tell about their father being blind but they
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A small working committee was established with a few
individuals in Sliammon who maintained long term sobriety,
all the skills, knowledge and expertise from coordinating an
Intertribal AA Rally in Sliammon over a 20 year period, was
put into practice to coordinate Sliammon Mini Tribal Journey. From afar, Calvin Harry was the mover in getting this
Tribal Journey happening in Sliammon along with Sherman,
Cyndi, Dawna and Billy. It took time, however with the skills
and knowledge of coordinating a drug free event, this task
of coordinating a big event was put into practice with this
small committee. The journey was successful and well received by the community of Sliammon and Powell River.

Typically a different Nation hosts the event every year
usually bouncing back and forth between the United States
and Canada. At the gathering of the Canoes, different Nations will submit bids and create an informal schedule for
subsequent Journeys. Usually Nations will allocate themselves a couple years to allow for sufficient time to plan for
the event. At the end of the 2014 event there were still no offers to host the 2015 Tribal Canoe Journey, the running joke
calling the 2015 Tribal Journey the “Paddle to No Where”.

“So we found Charley Adams death certificate, and we
saw that he had a total of 8 children with Sera (Pellanick - who
has all the Charlie family as her descendants, Ida who became
Ida Timothy, Agnes who became Agnes Paul, Maggie, Celestine, Rosie, Lily and Sammy). 7 of Charley’s children were girls
and though they didn’t carry on the name, they became ancestresses to much of Sliammon, but out of the 8 children, only his
grandson - my dad - carried on the “Adams” name. We found
Charleys grave, but he was buried away from Sliammon in New
Westminster... That was important to find him and reconnect
with him” adds Evan.

The aim is to clarify and simplify a couple points to
make it easier for our Government to function effectively
and efficiently.

Dr. Evan Adams, Leslie and Janie Adams, and APTN producer Gregory Coyes

could leave him in the forest and he would cut wood - that occupation was even listed on the Canadian Census from 1911
and 1921, you see Charley Adams listed as a wood cutter!”.

In conjunction with the lengthy search of public archives,
the family has also taken DNA tests as part of the National Geographic Human Genographic Program - the programs aim is to
map the story of human origins and how we came to populate
the planet. The results from the DNA tests helped to shed light
on ethnicity and family history.
“The surprise came back with the DNA results where dad
tested as 6% Polynesian! He had always wondered if he was
related to the Adams family of Vancouver Island, a well known
family of native Hawaiian descent” says Evan.
Testing 1/16th Polynesian means that one of Leslie’s great
great grandparents would have more than likely been Hawaiian. In the 1800s Hawaii was in turmoil as the native Hawaiians
were being pushed off their land. Native Hawaiians weren’t recognized as American Citizens and faced similar issues of not

being able to own land or vote. The irony was that if they migrated to the United States they were granted Citizenship and
had more rights than Native Americans at the time. So there
were large numbers of Hawaiian immigrants that came to the
Pacific Northwest and they settled in many locations, particularly the San Juan Islands before moving to Salt Spring Island
and scattering.
“APTN (Aboriginal Peoples Television Network) has also
picked up interest in the story and are helping us sort some
of the genealogy and DNA research. They will be hosting a
gathering for the “Adams” family, including the Hawaiian sides,
and they’ve promised us a big surprise on June 13th when we
gather together” says Evan.

“It is important to recognise all of the contributors to our
genetic pool, we were, as Sliammon people, literally under
siege at one point, we were dying a lot. But there were immigrants that came in and inter-married and that is our reality
and it’s nice to hold that space and just think about where did
we come from.”

Not wanting to let the tradition falter, Calvin Harry inspired Sherman and Cyndi Pallen to approach Chief and
Council seeking support to host the 2015 event. Citing a
number of concerns, Chief and Council pledged support to
host the 2017 Tribal Journey to allow sufficient time for adequate planning and funding arrangements to be made. So
a new proposal was made to host a mini-journey with the
support of the City of Powell River and Chief and Council.
There were a couple mini-journeys planned by various nations to keep the Tribal Journeys going for Nations on the
Pacific Coast of Vancouver Island, and Sliammon (and the
City of Powell River) will now be hosting a mini event for
some our Neighbors along the Straight of Georgia.
The theme for this year’s event is “Honoring Our Chi
Chuy, Honoring Our Youth”. “We want to inspire our youth
to get involved and experience the culture… these journeys branch into many different areas of life, it’s something that has to be experienced to be understood…
what the journey has to offer in our traditional ways of
healing, and reconnecting with our ancestors. It’s about
turning back the hands of time.” says Sherman Pallen.
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By Cyndi Pallen

When no indigenous nation stepped forward to host in
2015 after the 2014 Canoe Journey/Paddle to Bella Bella,
the annual gathering of Northwest canoe cultures appeared
to be headed for a hiatus. But a committee was formed in
Tla’amin to see the journey continue, and so a new approach emerged: Instead of one large Canoe Journey, there
would be several journeys hosted in various regions of the
Salish Sea. The 2015 Sliammon Mini Canoe Journey involved several canoes from geographically close nations.

The Tribal Canoe Journeys have continued to grow
over the years, with tens of thousands of people from all
walks of life, now participating and supporting these events.
People have come to realize the direct benefits of these lifechanging events, not to mention the deep connection made
with ancestral traditions that results from complete cultural
immersion. By bringing together the different Nations, and
sharing the songs and dances and teachings, First Nations
people are strengthening and rebuilding and remembering
cultures that were almost wiped out less than a century ago.

After searching through the BC Archives and examining
Death Certificates and Marriage Certificates, Evan was able to
confirm that Leslie’s grandfather - Charley Adams - Charley’s
mother was Mary Atum listed as being from Comox. Mary had
later married Jose (Joe) Galligos, originally from Chile, in 1898.
Charley came over and had an arranged marriage to a young
girl named Sera(phine) Johnson, a sister of Smokey Johnson,
and Sera became an Adams.

The Tla’amin Constitution is a 24 page document
covering everything from our founding principles, financial
administration, lands and resource management, to governance and culture and heritage.

The Laws are being developed by 3 community
working groups (lands and resources | finance, programs
and services | governance) consisting of members of our
community, staff members, legal counsel and technical

Last year Bella Bella played host to the 22nd Anniversary of the Tribal Canoe Journey, a milestone event that
brought the Tribal Canoe Journey back to where it all began. During the “Paddle to Seattle” event in 1989, Bella Bella was in attendance and invited all of the canoes to come
to Bella Bella in 1993. This was the start of a new tradition,
one that unknowingly brought with it, a cultural resurgence
of epic proportions.

“My dad is interested in his paternity... His mother was
never married when she had him and she passed away, she
was 16 when she died, and he was raised by his grandmother...
so for that reason we are interested to find out where we come
from” says Evan Adams.

As part of this process we have noticed a couple of
minor things in the Constitution that need to be updated to
simplify processes and reflect the direction we are moving
in, now that we are much further ahead in the process.

Once the Final Agreement was approved by the community and signed into Law by the Government of Canada
in 2014, Sliammon entered the final phase of the journey
towards Self-Governance - the development of the Nation’s Laws which are set to come into effect in April 2016
with the launch of our new Government.

By Alex Sutcliffe, Editor

Family is at the core of our values as Sliammon People,
and it is this driving force that prompted Leslie Adams to want
to find out more about his family history, particularly in regards
to his paternity and the Adams lineage. Enlisting the help of his
son, Dr. Evan Adams embarked on a quest to discover what he
could about his family history, in a search that would uncover
some surprising details along the way.

Why are we voting to update the Constitution? Many
years have passed since the Constitution was first rolled
out. Now that the Final Agreement has been approved and
we are moving towards self-governance, the nation has
been very busy developing the laws which will be implemented come effective date, April 2016.

One of the requirements of the Treaty process was
for the Nation to develop a Constitution which would form
the foundation or basis of the Government to follow. Our
Nation spent a number of years developing this document
and it was approved by community vote back in 2009.

Knowing where we come from and knowing our history, is
an important part of knowing who we are. Recognizing how we
came to be here and the links that connect our families together
is what gives us our strength as a community, it is something
that is often missing from the modern world but it makes us a
powerful Nation. With so many moving together as One, we
can achieve great things.

The committee hosted 3 Protocol Dinners locally, with
6 canoe families comprising of up to 300 people in attendance. Originally the goal was to host 10 canoes, but at the
end of registration and departure we had 6 nations onboard.

This year’s event is being organized by Calvin Harry,
Sherman and Cyndi Pallen, and Billy Barnes with the help
of a few volunteers. So far 10 Nations have confirmed they
will be attending the 4-day event. Sliammon will be hosting
the Canoe Families on Thursday the 16th of July, before
the event migrates over to Willingdon Beach for Protocol
over the course of the Friday, Saturday and Sunday. This
event is unique in the way that this is the first time a City
has been actively involved in supporting the hosting of the
Tribal Journey.

Everyone is invited and encouraged to come and participate as we reconnect with our extended family. Sliammon has also revived some old songs and composed some
new songs, which will be shared at this event.
Journey Itinerary:

OTAQKEN Canoe leave’s Sliammon
July 13, 2015 to Miracle Beach

We raise our hands to Sliammon Band Chief and Council, Clint Williams, Sliammon Health, Doreen Hopkins, Klahoose First Nation, James Delorme, Billy Barnes, Homalco,
Darren Blaney and Cape Mudge First Nations, Jen Simkin
who were significant in hosting this journey.

July 14 to Cape Mudge
July 15 to Klahoose,
July 16 return to Sliammon
July 17 to Willingdon Beach Powell River!

The City of Powell River also supported this Tribal
Journey by offering the Powell River Complex and Willingdon Beach for the final event. The hospitality was greatly
appreciated!

Protocol Itinerary:

Thursday July 16th - Canoes will arrive in Sliammon. Feast and welcoming will be held at the Salish
Center. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend and join in as we share a meal, songs and dances.
Fri, Sat, Sun July 17th-18th-19th – Canoes will arrive in
Willingdon Beach on Friday. Protocol will take place over
the course of Friday, Saturday and Sunday with each Nation allotted time to share their culture with everyone, including songs, stories and dances.

Volunteers Needed! If you are able to help out in anyway
over the course of this event please contact Calvin Harry on
604 7611 106, or email chspiritdancer@yahoo.ca.
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As time went by, all of the details of this journey came
together. Special “Thanks” to Maynard Harry of Community
Futures, Pam Krompucker from the Vancouver Island University, Sylvia Scow in Powell River and Nanaimo Campus
for the monetary contributions for the Saturday night Protocol Dinner at Willingdon Beach on July 18, 2015.
The very important safety aspects were taken care of
by Billy. Thank you to Billy Barnes, our public relations coordinator, who contacted the Powell River Complex, the City
of Powell River, the Coast Guard, St John’s First Aid and
many others with important details making this journey safe
and successful.
Once all details of the protocol dinners were taken care

of, the safety aspects and venues were coordinated. I, Cyndi, asked OTAQKEN family specifically to prepare for the
journey. Sherman began working with his established relations and sought sponsorships, which covered additional
costs for safety vests, designing OTAQKEN and basic supplies for safety of the canoe. Other OTAQKEN canoe family members began recruiting pullers, fundraising to cover
costs for OTAQKEN T-shirts and meals for the 4-5 day journey. “Thank you” to Devin, Nicole, Ryan, Phil, Zoe, Joel,
Doreen, Pam, Nahlia, Kymo, Janet, Jordyn, Mario, Troy,
Brooklyn, and the other guests pulling along the way.
A special “Thank you” to Sherman Pallen, who had the
most experience and knowledge of traveling the waters, for
putting in several hours, days, weeks and months preparing the paddles for OTAQKEN, and for mentoring new skip-

per Ryan Pielle. He was also a significant figure in ensuring practices were taking place 2 times a week, prior to the
journey. Emote much appreciated.
Videos, pictures, maps and directions were/are being
completed by Alex and Phil, and Claudia, “Thank you”. Also
“Thank You” to the support boats and land crew, Melvin
Mitchell, Doreen and Pam (a great friend of Doreen).
It is with gratitude, that we “Thank” all of you, who had
put in time, effort, energy into making this drug free, cultural
event a success!! One stroke and moving forward together
brought joy to all who participated:
Squamish Nation, Kw’umut lelum, Intertribal Health, Qualicum, Homalco, Klahoose, Cape Mudge, Gahnos, Otaqken

Continued Page 14.
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Pole Carving Underway at Mudderella Whistler 2015
Representing Tla’amin Nation, team “Mud Sweat & Cheers”
Sycamore Commons
By Elaine Tom

If you took a look at the grounds around St. David’s
and St. Paul’s Anglican church in Townsite just three and a
half years ago, you would have seen nothing but scraggly
lawns and a few lonely trees and shrubs. But today the site
is brimming with life including many fruit trees, berry bushes, medicinal plants and herbs, veggie gardens, flowers,
ponds, rain barrels, composters and birds, bees and butterflies enjoying the bounty. Neighbours come by to harvest
the food, kids play in the gardens and folks from throughout
Powell River walk calmly through the stone labyrinth.

By Ron Berezan, http://theurbanfarmer.ca

This transformation, known as “Sycamore Commons,”
has come about through a partnership between the parish,
local permaculture teachers and a slate of interested community members. The project vision to aims to provide a
beautiful space where all are welcome and where an abundance of food, medicine, biodiversity, learning and social
connections can flourish.

An exciting new step on this journey is unfolding under
the artistic eyes and hands of local carver Ivan Rosypskye.
Earlier this month, Ivan began work carving a 10 foot stump
left behind when an ailing tree needed to be taken down.
Ivan began by meeting with members of the project to develop a clear sense of vision and purpose for the carving.
In addition to being a striking artistic feature in the gardens,
project leaders hope the carving will express a sense of
care and respect for the Earth and a welcome to all community members.

Since the tree stump is still rooted in the ground, the
actual carving will present some challenges for Ivan, but he
is up to the task! The stump also has some deep knots that
add a lot character, and challenges to the pole. While Ivan
has a strong vision for what he is carving, he also observes
that he needs to “listen to the wood to allow what is there
to express itself.”.

“Own Your Strong! Leave everything else in the mud.”

“Own Your Strong” is about empowering women to take pride in
their strength – inside and out. Lots of women are strong in different
ways .
It’s about knowing what strong means for you – and owning it.

What an incredibly challenging and fun experience. We proved to
be more resilient than we ever thought imaginable as we persevered through each hill and obstacle, fueled by the constant laughter with, and occasionally at one another.
Way to go fearless team: Noreen Galligos Paul, Donna Tom,
Shailen Tom, Sandra Tom, Trista Tom Leblanc, Elaine Tom, Shanna
Tom, Melanie Vivier and our good friend Danielle Searancke.
We went in as a team & finished as a
team. We owned our STRONG!

the

Sharing Stories and Moving Forward
By Alex Sutcliffe, Editor
Tuesday October 20th

Local carver Ivan Rosypskye has completed work on a
healing sculpture that was created to bring people together,
raise awareness and help heal the divide between First
Nations people and Canadians. The theme was centered
around the idea of “sharing stories and moving forward”.
The sculpture, located in the gardens at Sycamore Commons in Townsite, was unveiled on Tuesday October 20th,
in a ceremony with approximately 200 people in attendance.

Muddarella

website:

Elders Eugene Louie and Phil George welcomed our
guests after which Cyndi, Devin and Jordan shared some
songs. Elected Chief Paddy Walkus and Hereditary Chief’s
Willie Walkus and Chief Tom Henderson and their partners
Linda and Charlotte and Chief Treaty Negotiator Colleen
Hemphill were present for the screening of their film “How a
people Live”, which told the story of their forced relocation
in 1964 and the struggles they faced.

Ivan expects work on the pole to finish up some time
in late September or early October. Sycamore Commons
co-leader and parish member Ron Berezan looks forward to
a grand celebration of the work and the powerful presence
that the pole will have for years to come. Ivan understands
well the spirit of this project and he is the perfect artist to
take on this challenge.

The Gwa’sala and the ‘Nakwaxda’xw First Nations people lived as two distinct groups along BC’s northwest coast.
In 1964, for ease of administration, the Canadian Government forcibly relocated them from their traditional territories

INSIDE: TREATY | COMMUNITY | PROGRAMS & SERVICES | SPORTS & RECREATION | ANNOUNCEMENTS

Canada Secures Gold Medal in Soccer
Sliammon’s own superstars Brandy Francis and Brittany Harry lead Canada to victory after winning the Gold
Medal in Soccer at the 2015 World Indigenous Games.

After competing against indigenous teams from Chile,
Peru and Brazil, the team defeated opponents Xerentes,
a home team from Palmas Brazil 3-0 in a shoot out in the
final match.

The 2015 World Indigenous Games was the first of its
kind, created by the Brazilian Inter-Tribal Council who have
been staging National Indigenous Games since 1996. It is
expected to continue internationally.

The Games bring together Indigenous people from all
around the world to compete in various competitive sports
and noncompetitive demonstrations. Some of the events include Canoeing, Spear Throwing, Archery, Tug of War and
Corrida de Torra where participants race to move heavy
logs. Other non-traditional sports include athletics and football (Soccer).

Healing Sculpture at Sycamore Commons, by carver and artist Ivan Rosypskye

How a People Live! Film Festival Report

We were very fortunate as a community (Sliammon
and Powell River) to have representatives come over
from Tsulquate reserve, members of the Gwa’sala and the
‘Nakwaxda’xw First Nations, to share part of their story and
their journey with us, at the Rossander World Community
Film Festival on Sunday October the 18th, at the Patricia
Theatre in Townsite.

Community News | Events | Updates for the Sliammon People

At the 2015 World Indigenous Games In Brazil

The sculpture incorporates a brick from the recently
demolished St. Michael’s Residential School. The residential school was an Anglican school and this sculpture is on
Anglican Church grounds. It is a jarring feature that detours
from the smooth lines of the sculpture. “I want people to
look at the brick sitting there amongst the bear, salmon and
killer whale figures and ask what it’s doing there,” said Rosypskye. “The sculpture tells us to remember the mistakes
we made in the past.” The brick represents how First Nations culture was interrupted, but not destroyed by colonization and the residential school system.

By Alex Sutcliffe, Editor

December 2015

By Alex Sutcliffe, Editor

The cypress tree that was carved was still upright in the
ground which presented a lot of unique challenges for Ivan.
Using different tools and techniques Ivan was able to work
around the knots and create a beautiful work of art.

Paraphrased from Mel Edgar’s article on The Peak website:
http://www.prpeak.com/articles/2015/10/07/news/
doc561464df758db775444162.txt

Parish members are full of gratitude that Ivan has taken
on the project and feel that the carving will also be a visible
representation of the church’s commitment to move forward
with local First Nations in the spirit of reconciliation and solidarity. Many church members attended the Truth and Reconciliation walk at Sliammon two years ago, and this past
June they welcomed elders John Louie and Betty Wilson to
bless the “Peace Pole”- another feature of the garden that
has the words “May peace prevail on Earth” written in many
languages, including Tla’amin.
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There were many people from all walks of life that came
to visit Ivan and contribute by working on the pole with him.
The healing pole brought together many people and marks
a new beginning at the end of the long and painful process
of reconciliation.

Think your Pilates classes are awesome? Multiply that feeling by about 1
million. Mudderella events are intense
full-body workouts, you have a whole
team of your best friends, and you’ll be
creating an unforgettable experience.
To
find
out
more
visit
http://www.mudderella.com/

November 2015

along Queen Charlotte Strait (Smith Inlet, Seymour Inlet
and Blunden Harbour) to the Tsulquate reserve near Port
Hardy on Vancouver Island. Crowded into only a few houses with no potable water, they couldn’t even retrieve their
possessions. When they returned to their villages to do so,
they found their homes had been burned to the ground.”

This was another important story that needed to be told
to help all people through the process of healing and rec-

On behalf of Sliammon we would like to congratulate
our girls on their fantastic achievements!

Brandy Francis and Brittany Harry after their Gold Medal victory in Brazil.

Scouts Canada’s Grand Gift to Tla’amin
By Alex Sutcliffe, Editor

Scouts Canada have recently reached out to the Tla’amin Nation with a grand gesture and offered to return 11 hectares of Land located in Lund to the Nation. The land is
located about 1.5km from the Lund Hotel and Marina.

The film was very moving and shared a story that has
been echoed by all First Nations people throughout North,
Central and South America. The title of the film was adapted
from a book written about them by a government worker
Alan Fry titled “How a people die”. The author didn’t think
their people would survive through this difficult period.

It was an enormous struggle for these communities
who lost part of their identity and culture for a period of time.
After loosing many of their family members a spark began
to reignite, and little by little they began to rebuild and reclaim their culture and their identity. They have overcome
great hurdles as a people and are now in the process of
treaty negotiations with the federal government.

Brandy and Brittany both have strong soccer backgrounds and hope to encourage and inspire other young
girls to get into the game. While Soccer opportunities are
fairly limited in Powell River due to low numbers, both women have been offered spots on Squamish United in Division
Two of the Metro Women’s Soccer League.

The Land was bequeathed to Scouts Canada by Oscar Orpana back in 1974 and
they have recently identified the land as being surplus to their needs. They opted to return
the Land to the Tla’amin Nation as they felt it was the right thing to do.
Powell River M.L.A. Nicholas Simons organized a meeting between Chief Clint Williams and Scouts Canada representatives on November 6th to discuss the return the land
to Tla’amin.

Representatives from the Tsulquate Reserve

onciliation. Through these powerful stories and experiences
all people can begin to understand what happened to First
Nations people and learn from our past. In order to move
forward and know where we are going, we need to know
where we came from. We have to come together and move
forward together as one people, one united humanity.

This was a great gesture to our Nation and we would like to raise our hands up to
Scouts Canada and honor them for their gift. We really do appreciate their gift as this
Land was part of our history and part of our Tla’amin Territory.
The parcel of land connects to our Treaty Settlement Lands in the Hurtado Point
area. “This was a great way to start the week, knowing that there are still some good
people out there!” said Chief Clint Williams. “We would really like to honor the Scouts in
a proper way so we have invited them to come to our Annual Community Xmas Dinner
where we can celebrate and feast together.”

feature page 12
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Treaty
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Tla’amin Will Kits available mid January!
These are the last 2 information sessions on Wills and Estates.
As off effective date all maters relating to Wills and Estates will
fall under B.C. provincial legislation. There will be changes in
the way land interests are currently handled as CP lands will
need to be registered in the Land Title Office.
Come and learn about these changes and more - at the upcoming workshops. There are 2 identical sessions to choose from, or
you can attend both if you have lots of questions!
Sliammon First Nation
6686 Sliammon Rd,
Powell River, B.C.
V8A 0B8

+1 604 483 9646

www.sliammonfirstnation.com

Figure Carved by Ivan Rosypskye

at Salish Center

Sat | January 30th | 10am-2pm
OR
Sat | February 6th | 10am-2pm

Chief Negotiators Message
One Heart, One Mind, One Nation
Happy New Year!

Roy Francis

and bright new beginnings.

2016 will be a year of
many dramatic changes for
the Tla’amin Nation. It will
be the year that we move
beyond the Indian Act. It will
be the year that the Tla’amin
Nation becomes Self-Governing. It will be the year that
ancient museum artifacts
are returned to Tla’amin. It
will be the year we open our
new Government House. It
will be a year of celebration

Tla’amin will reach Effective Date for our treaty on April
5, 2016. On that day, our teams will reach a destination, and
complete a long and very difficult journey. It’s important to
acknowledge the vision, wisdom, courage, and dedication of
all of our team members who have made this journey possible. We truly could not have reached this destination without
the contributions of each and every member of the Tla’amin
team. I truly believe Tla’amin is a better place because of
the work and commitment from our team members.
April 2016 marks the completion of a very historically significant journey. Effective Date also represents the beginning
of a new era; and the start of a new adventure. The stage is
now set for building an exciting new future. The treaty provides new resources, assets, and law making authorities to
begin the process of building a new Tla’amin. Our future is
going to be what we make it, and it is looking exceptionally
bright; especially for Tla’amin Youth.
The Tla’amin work force is gently aging. Retirement is on
the horizon for many of our staff members. The retiring staff
members will need to be replaced with new and improved
versions of Tla’amin talent. Work is beginning for building a
youth strategy. Tla’amin youth will be introduced to important new roles, and learn skills vital to becoming leaders of
the future. We look forward to the upcoming year!

2016 Polar Bear Swim, Sliammon Beach
Neh Motl | January 2016
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Nation Administration Matters
Notice Board

A Message from Sliammon Hatchery

By Lee George, Salmon Enhancement

The hatchery has overcome the flood encountered in the fall of 2015
and has managed to fulfill its obligations with The Department Of Fisheries And Oceans by reaching all of their egg targets of 1.6 million chum
eggs, twenty five thousand coho and around fifty thousand chinook eggs.
The hatchery staff worked throughout the summer months repairing
broken water lines, replacing the main culvert to the spawning channel
and Viewquarium. The fish weir and supporting structure were also replaced along with many other repairs around the site. The fisheries department would like to say thank-you to our local business groups that
funded the repairs, Brookfield Power, Community Futures, Land and Tax,
Development Corporation and Theechum Forest Products. We also would
like to say thanks to Judith King for sponsoring us two summer students
Fernando and Eddie Peters. These two boys are welcome to come back
to work with us anytime.
The hatchery and the local school district staff, Gail Blaney, Louise Dominick and Lindsey Louie hosted its 18th year providing guided
tours and sharing traditional knowledge of the Sliammon People to many
guests and school children in our local area. Our hands go up to you and
the many people who make this event successful each year. Emote!
Wishing you all the best for 2016

Certificate of Possession
(CP) Holders Meeting

Repairs to the Hatchery Fish Weir

HOUSING NOTICE

Monday, January 18th
5-8pm at the Salish Centre
Dinner provided.
This meeting is for all current CP holders to address next steps in obtaining a
Tla’amin Citizen Land Titles certificate as
a replacement for Certificate of Possessions on effective date.
If you have any questions, please contact
the Lands Department: 604 483 9646
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This notice is to remind everyone
on the housing list to renew their
housing applications in January.
This is to ensure that people retain their place on the list or update their family units if needed.

Programs & Services
911 EMERGENCY

Message From The Chief

In case of an emergency call 911.

This is such an exciting time
to be a part of leadership as we
are building a new world for the
Sliammon people.

State the nature of your call. Do you
need Police, Fire or Ambulance.
Give your name, House Number
and the name of your Street.
"My first rule for success is 'Show up
on time.' My No. 2 rule for success is
follow Rule No. 1."
Chief Clarence Louie
Osoyoos Band, BC

Huge CONGRATULATIONS to all you students who are
succeeding in your studies. One major reason for your
success is that you SHOW UP for school!!
Keep up the good work – it’s worth it in the end.

April 5th, 2016 will be a very
historic day for our people as we
will be removing ourselves from
the shackles of the Indian Act and
becoming a Self-governing Nation. From this date onward we
will be known as the Tla’amin Nation, this day will forever change
our existence.

Please do not park vehicles at or
near the entrance of the Fire Hall.
Please do not block off exit doors
to all public buildings and do not
block access to fire hydrants.
Incase of a fire, the fire department
needs to hook up hoses to these
Fire Hydrants.
Thank you for your cooperation!
Yours in Service,
Sliammon Volunteer Fire Department

It is important to understand
that the Indian Act was put into
place to control and limit the existence of First Nation people, it never
provided any security or certainty. Since first contact, like many of
our neighboring Nations we have watched the aggressive resource
extraction occur throughout our traditional territories with no benefit
coming back to our people for over 100 years. It is also important
to recognise that our community is still in need of healing from the
effects that the residential school experience had on families in our
community. We cannot change history, but we can and will work with
our people to help with their healing journey.

Chief Clint Williams

We do appreciate the new relationships that have been built
with the City of Powell River and the Powell River Regional District.
Having open and respectful dialogue between the three of us will be
extremely beneficial to all people living in this beautiful area. We do
not know what the future has in store for us as Tla’amin citizens, but
we do know that the future will be far brighter for us a Self-governing
Nation.
Best wishes to all in 2016, on behalf of the Tla’amin Nation.
This message was also shared with Powell River Peak

Wildland Fire Fighting Training
January 11—22, 2016

Wildland firefighters are tasked with combating wildfires and
preventing future fires from starting.
The training
This training prepares you for the challenging job of forest fire fighting and it
provides you with the basic knowledge and skills to combat a wildfire.
The training is designed for firefighters who may face grassland, bush, or forest fires.

Training will cover the following:
3 easy ways to register



Call us
604-485-2878



Drop by
100-7085 Nootka St.
Online
www.pr.viu.ca









Leadership and Teambuilding
Interviewing Skills and Resume Building
OFA Level 1
Transportation Endorsement
S100 Certification (basic fire suppression & safety, fire line communications,
portable pumps and water delivery, burn off and back burning)
Helicopter Safety Awareness
GPS & Fire Mapping
Basic Chainsaw Operator
WHMIS and TDG Training

10 sessions
Monday thru Friday; 8:30 am—4:30pm
$2,275. Includes all safety gear required
(chaps, hardhat assembly, pressure bandage,
whistle, Hi-Vis shirt, safety boots).

Refund Policy for CE classes
Fees are refundable if you withdraw at
least two weeks before the course starts.
Note that we are unable to issue refunds
after those deadlines.
A full refund is issued if a course is
cancelled.

Vancouver Island University, Powell River Campus
100 - 7085 Nootka Street Powell River, BC V8A 3C6 pr.viu.ca

Sliammon Winter Skate 2015
Neh Motl | January 2016
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Brooks First Nation Leadership Group
By Gerry Brach, MEd. Registered Clinical Counsellor
Brooks Counsellor/First Nation Leadership Coordinator

Contact Nicole: 604 487-0418

This is the third in a series of articles about students who are members of the Brooks First Nation
Leadership Group.

I firmly believe that the only way to become a
leader is to be a leader. That is why Brooks First Nation Leadership students are playing a pivotal role in
the planning and organizing of a Youth Workshop to
be held at Brooks School on February 3, 2016. Under
the careful direction of Tyler Peters, this workshop
will focus on what services are available to First Nation students in our community, and what additional
services students would like to see offered. Our students should gain both valuable information and skills
by organizing and attending this workshop.

Susan Harry-Silvey
(Grade 10 Brooks Secondary School Student)

Like many of her classmates, Susan Harry-Silvey enjoys playing soccer and has done so since an
early age. She currently plays for the National Indigenous Football Association team, which will travel to
Cuba in August 2016. Her team gets together every
two months in various locations on Vancouver Island
to train for the upcoming trip to Cuba. “I am excited to
go to Cuba as I think it will be a good opportunity to
travel while improving my soccer skills.”
Susan attended Assumption School up until
grade 9 and transitioned to Brooks this September,
when she was entering grade 10. “Brooks is very different than Assumption as I have four classes a day
this year compared with 6 classes a day last year
at Assumption. There are also way more classes to
choose from at Brooks.”
Susan’s biggest challenge in moving to a much
larger school this year, was finding her way around
at the beginning of the year. After Susan mastered
where all her new classes were, everything else
about the new school and timetable have been pretty
straight forward for her.
“All my teachers are really great this year, but my
favorite classes are PE with Ms. Mastrodonato and
English with Mr. McKendrick.” Susan likes different
PE activities such as man tracker, bashball and the
game “Just Dance” on the Wii. She also enjoys English, as this subject comes easy to her.
When Susan graduates from Brooks in two
years she is interested in attending UBC or UVic to
possibly study social work or criminology. Eventually
she would like to live anywhere on Vancouver Island
depending on where she can get a job. Travelling to
Europe may also be in her plans once she graduates
from University.
Susan is a very hard worker as demonstrated by

Susan Harry-Silvey
her holding two different jobs at the same time for
the past two summers in Ucluelet. She hopes to use
some of her summer earnings that she has earned
for her trip to Cuba and to buy a car sometime in the
future.
Culture is important to Susan as she tries to attend many cultural events at Sliammon and in Chehalis. “My Uncle Gene has taught me how to can
salmon, fruit, berries and how to bake bannock. He
talks to me a lot about residential school and traditional cultural practices.” Her aunt, Shirley Louie has
also been a very positive influence in her life, as she
keeps Susan involved in many different physical and
cultural activities.
Susan would like to become more fluent in
Tla’amin and to learn some traditional crafts like
weaving and carving.
As part of the Brooks First Nation Leadership
Group, Susan enjoys learning public speaking skills
that are currently being taught by Barb Rees, and
hopes to use these and other skills to boost her confidence and knowledge about becoming a leader.
Her advice to younger students entering Brooks
is to not be afraid to ask for advice or help from your
teachers and fellow students.

Education is the New Buffalo

By Gerry Brach, MEd. Registered Clinical Counsellor
Brooks Counsellor/First Nation Leadership Coordinator

Several years ago I was fortunate to hear Sampson Cree Nation member, Darcy Lindberg speak to a
group of parents from Sliammon First Nation at Brooks Secondary School.
Darcy spoke about the importance of education and how education has become the “new buffalo” to First
Nation people across Canada. Since that time I have often thought about those wise words, and how true and
important they continue to be today.
In looking at traditional Cree culture, the buffalo provided about 95% of all the things the people needed
to live. With the buffalo long gone in its importance to the Cree, education has become its replacement. By
education I mean access to elementary, secondary and post-secondary opportunities. Not only does access
to education lead to increased job opportunities and improved quality of life, but education helps individuals
lead healthier and more productive lives.
When we educate our First Nation children and youth today, we are providing them with a means to
connect to a larger community and a means to walk in two worlds. As educators we are always searching for
meaningful ways to make connections between home and school. Please contact me at Gerry.Brach@sd47.
bc.ca or 604 414-4675 (Cell) if I can be of any assistance in ensuring your child’s success while attending
Brooks School. Let’s work together to harness the new buffalo!
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Sliammon Justice Program Updates 2016
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  2015

By Verna Francis, Justice Coordinator
HOURS OF OPERATION & LOCATION

•

Justice Program Office Hours:

•
•
•

Monday to Friday - 8:30 - 4:30
Located @ Sliammon RCMP Detachment
Office Phone # - 604-483-9646 Ext. 237
Work Cell # - 604-578-8850

Sliammon Liaison Officer:
Jennifer Crossman

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
(depending on schedule at the PR RCMP Detachment)
Located @ Sliammon RCMP Detachment
Phone #: 604 483 9646 Ext. 237
Work Cell #: 604 414 3853

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY CALL: 911
NON-EMERGENCY: 604 485 6255
Court Day’s: Every Two Weeks Starting
January 6th 2016 (cut back)
•
•
•

First Appearance: 9:00 - 9:30
Criminal Court: 9:30 - 12 Noon
Family Court: 1:00 pm - 4:30

Note: Please call in advance for transportation to and
from court. Transportation is “only” provided for court
purposes such as; Probation appointments, Victim
Service’s, Ministry, Powell River RCMP Detachment,
Court Registry, Prosecutor/Crown office.
I do not provide transportation to anyone under the
influence of drugs/alcohol.

Powell River Probation: 604-485-3601
•
•
•
•

Liaison between probation and clients.
Organize community work service for clients.
Provide resources for counselling & drug/alcohol
treatment programs.
Provide resource for Gladue Reports/Pre-sentence
reports: Impacts/history of residential school &
colonization re: how it affected our community and
people.

PR Prosecutor/Crown: 604-485-3645
•
•
•

Liaison between Crown and Clients, (contact clients/
updates re: court dates/changes etc.)
Referrals/Diversions to Sliammon Justice Program for
Alternative Measures
Support clients in negotiations with crown in sentencing
plan or other alternatives.

•

Examine their own behaviour and take responsibility for
their choices.
Identify the elements of a respectful relationship.
See change as desirable and possible.
Demonstrate and understanding of how to apply the
skills presented in the program.
Demonstrate internal motivation and commitment to
change as well as a plan to continue the work.

Anger is an emotion - Violence is a behaviour: We blamed
other people or our partners for causing our anger and
our abusive behaviour. We may not have much choice
about angry feelings, but we have a choice about our own
behaviour. No one forces us to react with abuse, and there is
no excuse for abuse.

Substance Abuse Management Program
Objectives of the course is to provide key concepts and tools
to the offender to help them to change their belief system,
attitudes, and values so that they do not re-offend. It needs to
be clear that this program is based on Harm Reduction Model.
At the end of the program the offender should be able to do
the following
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acknowledge the impact using has had on them
physically, mentally, emotionally, socially, and spiritually.
Identify their negative thinking patterns and be able to
re-frame these into positive thinking patterns.
Identify areas of stress and develop activities that
address this stress.
Set concrete goals about their healing from alcohol and
drugs.
Utilize interventions and controls for managing cravings.
Identify their personal boundaries with various people.
Understand their own using patterns within the context of
cognitive skills training.
Understand their personal high-risk situations and have
the skill to remove themselves from those situations.
Develop a relapse prevention plan.

Note: This program is not a drug & alcohol treatment
program, it is “only” a harm reduction program it also helps
clients prepare for residential treatment if required.
Offenders are selected through the Risk/Needs Assessment
process to ensure that the program is applied to those
offenders with medium to high-risk to re-offend due to
substance abuse problems.
Facilitators: Sliammon Justice Program Manager: Verna
Francis - Probation Officer: Elizabeth Challinor - Men’s
Support Counsellor: John Louie
Voluntary participants are welcome to apply to the Substance
Abuse Program, please call Verna Francis @ band office ext.
237 for more details.

Family Court

Alternative Measures Program

Assist clients with applications to court re: custody
orders/change existing files/family enforcement program/
child apprehensions.
•
Refer clients to legal aid, duty council, lawyers, agencies
that relate to situations.
•
Introduce clients to Family Court Counsellors as
opposed to going through court process, only effective if
both parties are in agreement.
•
Family Court Counsellors contact information: Sechelt
604- 740-8936 or in Courtney 250- 897-7556
•
Sliammon Justice Program New Contact Agency for
MCFD – Ministry of Children & Family. Note: Ministry
(Social Worker) cannot enter Sliammon/Family Home
unless they have contacted Sliammon Justice Program.
Note: All applications/documents must be filled out by
Lawyer or Duty Counsel.

Referral to Alternative Measures Program is possible only if
Crown Counsel, or another designated “agent of the crown,” is
satisfied that there is sufficient evidence to prosecute and that
the alternative measures program provides for the protection
of society, meets the needs of the alleged offender and the
interests of the victim. Alternative measures may not be
used if the person denies participation in the alleged offence
or requests that the matter be dealt with through the formal
justice system.

•

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE
Healthy Relationship Training
Purpose of this program is to provide participants with an
opportunity to examine the values, beliefs, and behaviour that
form the basis of respectful relationships and to learn specific
tools and techniques aimed at ending their use of abuse in
relationships.
Learning Outcomes - At the end of ten sessions,
participants should be able to:
•
•
•

Identify what is abusive behaviour.
Identify the values and beliefs that result in abusive
behaviour.
Understand the impact of abusive behaviour on
themselves, their partners, and their children.

Revised Crown counsel policy, directs Crown to consider
alternative measures for all first time offenders for “minor”
offences. This is not to say that Crown Counsel will not
prosecute first time offenders if circumstances warrant. At the
same time, persons who have previously been diverted to
alternative measures, or have a criminal or youth record may
also, in some cases, be considered for alternative measures.
This will depend on the “nature” and “seriousness” of
current offence, the nature and age of previous conviction (s),
the outcome of previous alternative measures and the number
and nature of outstanding charges.
Alternative Measures Process: Referred to Sliammon
Justice Program can only be approved by Crown counsel,
depending on seriousness of the charges.
Restorative Justice Circles: Referred to Sliammon Justice
Circles by Crown counsel, RCMP, Fisheries, Forestry,
Teacher’s and also depending on the seriousness of charges.
I am dedicated and committed in assisting my people in any
way possible, to find the resources and agencies that best
suits the needs of your situation or issues of concerns.

WISHING YOU ALL A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

1. Day	
  School	
  Survivors	
  Continue	
  to	
  Seek	
  Justice	
  	
  

As the residential era draws to a close, there remains much work to be done to achieve
justice for day school survivors. I continue to be contacted daily by day school survivors
who tell me they were abused and hurt deeply when they attended day school. Day
Schools were established on or near reserves AT THE SAME TIME AS RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOLS to provide education to Indian, Inuit and Métis children and the purpose of
the day schools was to “kill the Indian in the child”.	
  	
  

	
  

In 2009, Spiritwind Inc retained Joan Jack Law Office to develop a Statement of Claim
that was reviewed by day school survivors at Sagkeeng First Nation and taken through
Ceremony prior to being filed as a claim in the Manitoba Court of	
   Queens Bench (CI 0901-62181).
Then from 2009 to 2012, with the assistance of many	
   grassroots volunteers, Spiritwind,
my staff and I were able to collect Initial Contact Forms	
   from thousands of day school
survivors who have now registered with this claim.	
  	
  
In the fall of 2012, the Day School case had basically consumed my firm and my life and
I joined Alghoul & Associates as Special Counsel to work on the	
   day school class action
and to also do Indian Residential School IAP claims.
The McLean day school database was completed in electronic form just last month and
the total number is approximately 11,000 registered day school claimants from all over
Canada.

	
  
2. NEXT	
  STEP	
  –	
  GRASSROOTS	
  ORGANIZING!	
  	
  

Those	
   involved	
   in	
   the	
   residential	
   school	
   fight	
   know	
   that	
   it	
   took	
   20	
   years	
   and	
   many	
   court	
  
cases	
   before	
   the	
   residential	
   school	
   settlement	
   agreement	
   was	
   reached.	
   	
   For	
   day	
   schools,	
   we	
  
are	
   only	
   just	
   starting.	
   	
   What	
   has	
   to	
   happen	
   is	
   that,	
  in	
   addition	
   to	
   registering	
   with	
   this	
   claim,	
  
grassroots	
  day	
  school	
  survivors	
  have	
  to	
  organize.	
  	
  We	
  recommend	
  you	
  organize	
  yourselves	
  
according	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  you	
  went	
  to	
  instead	
  of	
  where	
  you	
  live	
  today.	
  	
  Once	
  you’re	
  organized,	
  
give	
  us	
  a	
  call	
  and	
  we	
  can	
  come	
  to	
  your	
  community.	
  

	
  
3.	
  	
  CURRENT	
  MANITOBA	
  LAW	
  SCHOOL	
  REQUIREMENT	
  

In 2012 the Kamloops and Seachelt Indian Bands out of BC decided to file a day
school law suit as well and at a meeting in Kamloops, I was advised, informally,
by a senior class action lawyer that it would be a good idea to ask claimants to
contribute $25 each to help off-set costs.

Page 2 of 3

I then came to Spiritwind and asked if I should ask day school survivors to
contribute and was given instruction to do so. I proceeded and invoiced
	
  
Spiritwind accounting for our 200-‐-‐-‐286	
  
time toSmith	
  
thatStreet,	
  
point, for time going forward and
accounting for all the funds Winnipeg,	
  
received.MB,	
  Canada	
  	
  R3C	
  1K4	
  
Tel:	
  (204)	
  942.8070	
  	
  	
  Toll	
  Free:(877)	
  378.4487	
  	
  	
  Fax:	
  (204)	
  775.0902	
  

Most students did not contribute, however some did and some First Nation
governments did contribute on behalf of their membership.
The funds
contributed were used to cover the costs of initiating the claim and the costs of
keeping the case going. However, the funds received were not enough to keep
our doors open and that’s why I joined Alghoul. The funds coming in could not
sustain a law practice, pay staff and office expenses all while I was traveling
around giving day school presentations or talking to day school survivors.
Now the Manitoba Law Society wants me to write a letter to each day school
student to confirm they understand that Spiritwind is the client and that they
have not each individually retained my services as a result of their $25
contribution.
I don’t think we can just write to those who contributed the $25 as it will cause
mass confusion in our communities as one person may have contributed and
another may not have contributed and we talk to each other in “Indian Country”!
The challenge is that sending a letter to 11,000 people would be approximately
$9,350.00 for the postage alone, and the MB Law Society wants me to include a
self-addressed stamped envelope, which is another $9,350. Not to mention the
cost of paper, copying, envelopes and human power to do the work. None of
this I can do alone.
Mr. Alghoul has contributed upwards of 500 staff hours to continue answering
daily calls from day school students and has created the electronic data base
and is not obligated to bear the cost of communicating with individual claimants
as these names were collected by Spiritwind and Joan Jack Law Office before I
joined Alghoul & Associates.
At all times, Spiritwind was informed and was well aware of what was happening
and presentations were made at First Nation government Assemblies such as
the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, Chiefs of Ontario, BC First Nations Summit
and the Assembly of First Nations to keep all the Chiefs and their people
informed. We also travelled to many communities.
Now, what needs to happen is individual First Nation governments need to
volunteer to work with me to do a portion of the mail-out as required by the
Manitoba Law Society. If we all work together this can be done – no problem!
Email me at: joan.jack@alghoul-law.ca or call 1-204-479-3004 J
	
  
200-‐-‐-‐286	
  Smith	
  Street,	
  
Winnipeg,	
  MB,	
  Canada	
  	
  R3C	
  1K4	
  
Tel:	
  (204)	
  942.8070	
  	
  	
  Toll	
  Free:(877)	
  378.4487	
  	
  	
  Fax:	
  (204)	
  775.0902	
  

Claimant Information Update 2016
New Lawyers are:
Kristen Goldenthal
Grant Stone
Contact Information:
Tel: (204) 942 8070
Toll Free: (877) 378 4487
Fax: (204) 775 0902
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TLA’AMIN HEALTH
Healthy Happenings
An update by Sandra Tom
Acting Executive Director of Tla’amin Health

Happy New Year! Welcome to a New
Year. I hope everyone is as eager as
me to get back into a more healthy
routine. We at health are focused on
Health for the community at large.

Sandra Tom

worker.

We have started a 6 week Winter Challenge- start date was January 5, 2016.
The challenge is a Winter Wellness
New Year’s Resolution “Həquem” (hakum) to move. We are all working towards involving more participants i.e.
family members, a friend another co-

Each Participant sets their own goal(s) Example: increase your
walk/run, increase your physical activity during the week (swim,
walk, weights) eliminate something from your diet, increase drinking more water.
It is not too late to start call us at Health @ 604 483-3009 to join
in – there are incentives!
Our funding contribution is from First Nations Health Authority.
Good luck to those who are ambitious to challenge themselves
with a New Year’s Resolution and “stay the course”
Sandra Tom
Acting Executive Director

Honoring Our
Foster Parents

December 15th we held a small
ceremony to honor our foster parents, who were blanketed and
brushed.
We’d like to acknowledge the special work and care of children and
families these people perform daily. Thank you for all you do.
Ceremony was performed by the
Kinship One is Spirit Program
here at Tla’amin Health.
Group shot taken at the Ceremony, Dec 15th >

8
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Tla’amin Community Health Fair
Wednesday, January 13, 2016
1:00 p.m. - 6 p.m.
At the Salish Centre
Dinner will be at 6:00pm and we have a
Guest speaker! Everyone is invited, lots of
door prizes, hope to see you there!
For More Information Contact:
Shelley Clements 604 483 3009

Arthritis and You
Here we are at the change of another season. For most People this is a wonderful time watching the
trees turn into their fall display of colors, children going back to school settling into their routines. For
some of us this is a time where our body’s let us know just how human we really are. Arthritis is a
disease that affects over 4.6 million Canadians, and is the leading cause of disability in our Country.
There are over 100 types of Arthritis, and can affect an individual differently from other folks. The word
“Arthro” means “joint”, and “Itis” means “inflammation”. Nearly 2 out of three Canadians affected are
women. At this time, there is no cure for arthritis.
I recently went to a specialist regarding my concern for the unusual joint pain and deformations in my
fingers, and was surprised to learn I have a form of Osteoarthritis. My Doctor let me know that it was
fortunate that I do not have Rheumatoid Arthritis, which is far more destructive and debilitating. As a
musician and someone who values the dexterity of my hands. This was welcome news. Osteoarthritis is
a wear and tear disease that can have some relief by exercise or moving the joints and consuming a diet
rich in omega three fatty acids (fish is an excellent source). Anti-inflammatory medications can help
(Ibuprophen and supplements like Glucosamine Chondroitin are a big help).
Others are not as fortunate. Rheumatoid Arthritis is a disease that can eat away at the joints causing
extreme pain and deformation. Only a Wellness team can help bring some relief for this affliction. There
are some pharmaceutical drugs that help with the chronic pain and swelling but are not 100% affective.
September is Arthritis Awareness month. For more information, you can read online www.arthritis.ca

Programs & Services
Tla’amin Health Elders Corner

January Edition
By Darren Cound, Elders Coordinator
For January our Elders Day Program luncheons
will continue as usual on Tuesdays 11am-1pm.
Topics:
Jan. 5/ Elders and respectful relations
Jan. 12/ Lunch with Powell River Métis
Jan. 19/ Food Security
Jan. 20/Language Sharing Circle @ Cranberry
Seniors Center 12:30-3:00pm
Jan 26/ Robbie Burns Day

Tla’amin Health Community Candle Light Ceremony
By Cyndi Pallen, Kinship Coordinator

On Dec 10, 2015 we held a special candle light ceremony. The ceremony began with the lighting of
candles to complete a full heart surrounded by cedar boughs, to symbolize protection reflecting the cultural
teachings and traditions of Tla’amin and Coast Salish people.
The candles were lit in memory of; and in honor of our ancestors, our family and friends who have gone
before us. A candle was lit for grief, for courage, for memories, for love and for hope.
Grief was the pain of losing someone we hold close to our hearts and cherished.
Courage was to confront our sorrow, to comfort each other, and to work to support each other to better
our lives.
Memory includes of all our loved ones, the times we laughed, the times we cried, the times we were angry
with each other, the silly things we did, and the caring and joy we shared with one another.
Love is when day by day we cherish the special place in our hearts that will always be reserved for those
loved ones, in the now and those who passed on before us. We thank them for the gift of love and the gift of
living they brought to each of us.
Finally, Hope reminds us of the love and memories of those who walked before us and family who have
passed on we will hold them close to our hearts forever. We remember the past and look to the future with
hope and joy May the glow of the flame be our source of hopefulness now and forever.
Emote tums qui’he’gun! Holno-mich thums Jeh-Jeh
All my relations,
Special Thanks to Traditional Wellness Team – Sally, Cyndi, Shirley, Tyler, Judy, Nina, Dana, and John
who’ worked together to combine resources and collectively contributed from their programs to sponsor this
evening, the community members truly enjoyed themselves, the food and the evening of singing from Albert
Hackett. Pictures taken by Phil R and Alex S. Thank you to Tyler and the young men, for setting up the tables.
We also “Welcome” Dawna Pallen back to work as Health Promotion!
Emote

Language Sharing Circle: If you are interested in
sharing your Culture and meeting new friends,
we are meeting at the Cranberry Seniors Center
January 20th at 12:30 pm -3 pm. Coffee and refreshments will be served. Contact Darron @607
483 3009 for more information.
The Powell River Historical Museum is interested
in hearing from you! Do you have old photos or
art that you feel should be shared with the local
community? The Museum also has vintage photographs that need to be identified, Please Contact Bert Finnamore at the Powell River Historical
Museum @ 604 485 2222 for more information.

Youth Program Schedule
Tuesday’s Girls Group

with Shirley & Tyler
Time: 3:30-5:30pm
Location: C.D.R.C.
Ages: 7 to 14
Snacks Provided
Contact: Tla’amin Health Services
(604) 483-3009 extension 227
Pre-registration required

Wednesday Night Ball Hockey
with Shirley & Jen
Time: 6:00-7:30pm
Location: Salish Center (Gym)
Ages: 7 -14
Contact: Tla’amin Health Services
(604) 483-3009

Thursday Toonie Skate

Transportation provided for families that require it.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Time: 3:30-5:00pm
This is a wonderful opportunity for families to spend
some quality time together. Snacks provided. It is
mandatory that all participants wear helmets while on
the ice
CDRC Preschool Xmas Performance, 17th Dec. 2015
Neh Motl | January 2016
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Youth Services Workshop

CONTEST
*Community members can submit their easy, healthy, and cost effective recipes to TCHS

Tla’Amin Community Health Services and the Brooks Youth Leadership Program will be hosting
a Youth Services Workshop for high school students on February 3, 2016 at Brooks

*A winner will be selected and their menu will be cooked for the community

increase awareness of services available to youth.

*The winner of the recipe contest will receive a $50.00 grocery store gift card

Secondary School. This workshop will have an Aboriginal focus. The main purpose will be to

*Deadline for submissions January 22nd, 2016 at 12:00 pm (Noon)

The three main goals of the workshop are to:
1. Find out what services youth currently know about
2. Inform youth about what services are available
3. Give youth the opportunity to have input into future services
With these goals in mind we have partnered with Brooks Secondary School to offer the
workshop from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm on Wednesday February 3, 2016. Youth who
attend will be:
• Excused

from classes in order to attend the workshop
• Entered into a draw for door prizes
• Informed about services currently available from a variety of local organizations
• Participating in activities designed to find out what services they would like to see

Snacks and a Pizza will be provided by Tla’Amin Health and VIU.
Come out and enjoy this fun and informative event on February 3, 2016. We hope to see you there!

To REGISTER or to find out more information please call Tyler Peters or Shirley Louie at (604)
483 3009 ext. 227

Complex Swims & Fitness Activities
Now available during the day
Tuesdays from 8am – 3pm
(There will be a sign in form at reception)

Tuesday Evenings Swims 6:30 – 8:30
Access to Weight Room ~ Fitness Classes ~ Skating
(Sign in forms at reception until 530pm)
Any questions or concerns please call Sally 604.483-3009
10 Neh Motl | January 2016

Community Luncheon
Date: January 26th, 2016
Time: 12:00-2:00 pm
Location: Tla’Amin Community Health Services

All of Sliammon is invited to our Community Luncheon. Bring your
family and enjoy a well balanced delicious meal with all of us
here at Tla’Amin Health.

Programs & Services

Good Food Box
GET $20 of fruit & veg FOR ONLY $12!
Place your order with exact payment in
cash to Reception. You can order more
than one.
Good Food Boxes are delivered to TCHS
on Wednesdays. All GFB must be picked up
by Thursday or they will be gone.

Tuxahmiy Wellness &
Recovery Group
Tue to Fri 10:00 AM to Noon
Complimented by Lunch

Residential
School
Workshop
January 27, 2016
9am-3pm

NEXT ROUND

Payment by Thurs 7th for
pickup Wed 13th Jan.

Tla’amin Health Boardroom
Please bring one family member/youth with you.

Meetings held Tuesday Nights
8-9pm at Tla’amin Health

The sacred circle is a place for people to come for support, whether they are struggling with addiction or not.
Are you feeling hurt, depressed or lonely? Come join
us. Are you feeling like you can’t cope, stressed out, no
one to talk to?

For more information please phone health
604 483 3009

Tuxahmiy is the place to be, what we can’t do alone, we
can do together. We have an open door policy, with no
judgment. Confidentiality is a priority.
We look forward to seeing you.

Guest Speaker, Gerry Oleman.
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2015: A Year In Review
By Alex Sutcliffe, Editor

2016 has kicked of with a splash in Sliammon with around 25 brave individuals taking part
in the New Years Day Polar Bear Swim! The Sun was shining, the water was still, and the
air temperature hovered around 2 degrees Celsius as swimmers and supporters alike gathered down at Sliammon Beach around a roaring bonfire. It was just after midday when the
swimmers charged into the ocean, washing away the challenges of the past and ushering
in the new year. 2016 is going to be a huge year for Sliammon, but before we get to far
ahead we thought it would be good to look back at some of the highlights over the last year.
January-February
Preparations for Self-Governance - The start of last year saw the Nation hard at work
preparing for self-governance. Treaty and the community working groups were developing
and reviewing the laws that needed to be in place come effective date. The Tla’amin Trust
or “Qamɛs ʔəms Tala” was starting to take shape, and the 2007 comprehensive community
plan was being reviewed and brought up to date. A lot of work was taking place behind the
scenes on a number of fronts in preparation for effective date, April 5th 2016, when the
Tla’amin Nation will become a self governing Nation!

SliammonFirstNation.com was completely rebuilt and relaunched to better serve the
needs of the community and improve communication and access to information. The site
was built by Alex Sutcliffe and is the online gateway to the Nation.
May-June
Constitution Vote - An important vote to update the Tla’amin Constitution was held at the
end of May. 74% of voters voted yes to approve the changes to the constitution. These
changes brought the constitution into alignment with the laws being developed for effective
date.
Sliammon travels to Slovenia - Representatives from Sliammon headed to Slovenia after
they won the Kauthaumixw choir competition in Powell River, to present the first prize totem
pole that was carved by Craig Galligos.

The Sliammon Dictionary project was also launched after receiving a grant from the First
Peoples Cultural Foundation. Betty has been working with a number of people, and elders
from Sliammon, Klahoose and Homalco, along with professional linguists from UBC and
UVIC. The goal is to continue to document, catalogue and record our language into the First
Voices System in an effort to preserve it. The project is anticipated to span the next 5 years.
March-April
Swabbing the Water Mains - MLS Services spent a couple weeks in Sliammon swabbing
the Water Mains. Water disruptions to the community lasted for around 2 weeks while all
the sediment and debris was cleaned from the public water system.
Construction Begins - March 12th marked a significant moment for Sliammon as construction officially began on the new Government building. A breaking ground ceremony
was held which included songs and brushing, a prayer from Elsie Paul, and a few words
from Chief Clint Williams and Eric Magnuson BC regional director General of Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Development, followed by Powell River Mayor Dave Formosa. The
building is set to cost around 8.5 million dollars and should be close to completion come
effective date in April 2016. The new administration building will have 2,225 sqm of space
over 2 floors and a basement!

Sliammon representatives in Slovenia
July-August
Mini Tribal Journey - When no First Nation stepped up to host the 2015 Tribal Journey a
new approach emerged that saw several “mini journeys” hosted in several parts of the Salish Sea. Sliammon & the City of Powell River played host to one of these mini journeys with
most of the organisation done by Cyndi and Sherman Pallen, Calvin Harry and a handful of
volunteers. There were around 300 people that participated in this journey from Squamish
Nation, Kw’umut lelum, Intertribal Health, Qualicum, Homalco, Klahoose, Cape Mudge,
Gahnos & Otaqken and the protocol was held down at Willingdon Beach. This event was
great for First Nations culture in the way it brought communities together, to share our cultures and promote a cultural resurgence and revitalization, the importance of which cannot
be overstated.

3D rendering of the new Government House
A Welcoming Babies Ceremony was held on March 14th at the Salish Center with our
jeh jehs from Klahoose and Homalco. It was recognized that a ceremony had not been
held for a few years and it was important to welcome our children to the world in the right
manner. This ceremony was for all children born between 2012-2015 and we had quite a
large turnout.

Sliammon Mini Tribal Journey, July 2015
Tla’amin Settlement Trust - After 12 months of working with our Trust Lawyers, the deed
was completed! Sliammon hosted a number of community information sessions in the lead
up to this and we have had around 14 community members taking part in training required
to become a trustee. The trustees will be appointed by Chief and Council as the trust is created and signed as move closer to effective date.

Baby Welcoming Ceremony, March 2015
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A Community Celebration - On August 7th the Nation hosted a community celebration
and invited our off-reserve members to return home for this unique gathering. Everyone
gathered at the Salish Center for a meet and greet and a progress update as we moved

Community
towards effective date. Afterwards everyone moved down to the waterfront for a BBQ lunch
and cultural activities which went into the afternoon. This was a fun event and we had a
great turnout.

Cultural Sharing Day saw a lot of school children coming through the Salish Center to take
park in our cultural teaching activities. The highlight of the day was the mama bear and her
2 cubs sleeping up in a tree at the Fish Hatchery.

Community Celebration, Sliammon Waterfront
Big Boys Toys - The Nation acquired a mini Excavator which is available for rent to the
community and a dump truck that will be used through out the construction of the new
Government House.
A Dry Summer - It was another hot and dry summer this year. Thanks to a strengthening
El Nino, sea surface temperatures have been warmer than normal over the Eastern Pacific. This usually brings warmer temperatures and more rainfall but a series of high pressure systems kept the rain at bay creating a warmer dryer climate in the pacific northwest.
These conditions created a number of problems from the threat of wildfires, reduced/limited
spawning of Salmon and increased bear sightings and interactions as their usual food
sources were disrupted.
September-October
Sycamore Commons Pole Carving - A special ceremony was held in late October to unveil local carver Ivan Rosypskye’s latest creation - a sculpture carved into an upright tree
that was still in the ground after dying long ago. The sculpture was commissioned by the
parish’s of St. Davids and St. Pauls, the Anglican churches located in townsite. The sculpture was to be a visible representation of the church’s commitment to move forward with local First Nations in the spirit of reconciliation and solidarity. The carving features a beautiful
array of animals representing first nations culture, and a brick from the recently demolished
St. Michaels residential school representing how first nations culture was disrupted - but not
destroyed by the residential school system.

Cultural Sharing Day, October 2015
Rossander Film Festival was held in Powell River on Oct. 16, 17 and 18. We were very
fortunate to have representatives come over from Tsulquate reserve, members of the
Gwa’sala and the ‘Nakwaxda’xw First Nations, to share part of their story and their journey
with us and present their film “How a people live”, which detailed their forced relocation and
the subsequent challenges they faced as a community.
November-December
Annual Drug March or community day of action was held on November 19th. It was a
pleasure to have local PR RCMP acting in partnership with our community and a very inspirational talk given by our special guest speaker Randy Tait from Nisga. As a community we
understand the dangers of drug and alcohol addiction and we want better for our children.
Scouts Return Land - 11 hectares to be exact! Scouts Canada recently reached out to
the Tla’amin Nation with a grand gesture and offered to return 11 hectares of Land located
in Lund. The Land was bequeathed to Scouts Canada by Oscar Orpana back in 1974 and
was recently identified as being surplus to their needs, so they opted to return it the Traditional Territory of the Tla’amin Nation for which we thank them dearly. We were fortunate to
have a couple representatives at the Xmas dinner so we could formally acknowledge their
gesture and honor them.
Sliammon Soccer Stars Win Gold in Brazil! Sliammon’s own superstars Brandy Francis
and Brittany Harry lead Canada to victory after winning the Gold Medal in Soccer at the
2015 World Indigenous Games. After competing against indigenous teams from Chile, Peru
and Brazil, the team defeated opponents Xerentes, a home team from Palmas Brazil 3-0 in
a shoot out in the final match.

Brandy Francis and Bittany Harry win soccer gold medals in Brazil

Phil Russell and Ivan Rosypskye with the Sycamore Commons Sculpture
Wills and Estates - The Nation also held a few workshops this year detailing the changes
to peoples wills under treaty. As off effective date all maters pertaining to Wills and Estates
will fall under B.C. provincial legislation. There will also be changes in the way land interests
are currently handled as CP lands will need to be registered in the Land Title Office. Much
of that work is being carried out by the Lands department in preparation for the changeover
on effective date. Sliammon has been working with a Wills and Estates lawyer to develop a
Wills Kit which is now ready and will be available at upcoming workshops.
Road to Government House - It was decided to build a road concurrently with the new
administration building to connect the administration building to the reserve for easier access. This new road now connects to the Tla’amin Health Carpark (which may be moved
in the future).

The Annual Xmas Dinner had a great turn out, and the kids all had fun with Mr and Mrs
Claus! Photos of this event are available in the Tla’amin Nation Photo group on Facebook.
Just send Alex or Jolene Sutcliffe a message if you would like to be added to the group!
Other Highlights - Sliammon also held many additional kids/family events over the course
of the year, at Easter, Halloween (in Nov), there was the Health Family Day and also the
Winter Skate. The bouncers always end up being very popular, with the kids having a great
time.
What’s in Store for 2016? One of the most important events in Tla’amin History will take
place this year on April 5th. This is the day that the Tla’amin Nation becomes a self-governing Nation and we regain our independence after over a century of living under the failed
Indian Act System of 1876. This is going to be a historic year for our Nation and a time of
great celebration.
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Sliammon Xmas Craft Fair 2015

Sliammon Community Xmas Dinner 2015

Sliammon Staff Xmas Dinner 2015

Sliammon Staff Xmas Dinner 2015

Sliammon Community Xmas Dinner 2015

Sliammon Community Xmas Dinner 2015
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Sliammon Community Xmas Dinner 2015

Community
Sliammon Xmas Craft Fair Winners
Winners of the toonie auction:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Assumption Xmas Performance 2015

Cathy Galligos - adult cedar woven hat
Susan Oldale - child cedar woven hat
Jeannie Bassett - traditional root basket
Clint Williams - size 14 jacket with eagle design
Jill Hannah - thunderbird framed print
Bob North - picnic basket
Maureen Adams - $50 gift card
Ida Belanger - skillet
Eva Dubozy - Tim Horton gift basket
Jen Crossman - Christmas wreath

• Carol Wyatt - child’s tunic

Tla’amin Burial Practices
The following document was uncovered by a community member, originally recorded by the late Elizabeth Harry. It documents
the order of procession for Tla’amin Funerals and it was thought
this could be of interest to community members.
ORDER OF PROCESSION
1.

First Person in line is the Bearer of the Cross.

2.

People follow in two lines on either side of the road.
 There is to be NO ONE walking in the middle of the road.
 This time is used for rosary /or personal meditation.
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3.

Flower Bearers (Usually children from 9 years and older).
 Line up the same as the people ahead of them.
 Proceed on either side of the road, one wreath per person.

4.

Father follows the Flower Bearers.

5.

The Casket follows Father.

6.

For the young men and whoever wants to lend a hand as Casket
Bearers, there should be either 3 /or 4 men on either side of road,
spaced about every 30 Feet apart for an orderly change of Casket
Bearers.
If you /or your friends want to help carry the casket, you should
space yourselves at the above mentioned distance. This is to give
you a chance to show your last respects and to keep the
Appointed Casket Bearers from getting too tired. The Appointed
Casket Bearers should be the ones at the Cemetery Gate for the
final moments.
If there aren’t too many men for relief, you have to walk quickly
ahead and repeat procedures.
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7.

When it is time for burying, ALL the men should get in an orderly
line, and for every 6th shovel full of dirt, the next man in line should
take the shovel. This again, is to prevent people from getting too
tired. This also prevents our people from getting their inner stuck
at the site, as it may make a person ill.

8.

There should be NO CARS PARKED AT THE CEMETERY. Please
park towards Church, Administration /or Forestry Offices.

9.

REMINDER-Please to hold your children’s hand in the Cemetery.
NO CHILDREN should be standing alone /or walking around on
the other graves.

WITH HEARTFELT THANKS TO YOU ALL, WE APPRECIATE THE
COOPERATION OF EVERYONE. THIS IS A TRADITION OF OUR PEOPLE.
Neh Motl | January 2016
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Cnnouncements
A
ommunity
Happy 7th Birthday SJ!
You’re a great son who is
Handsome, Caring and
Loving. Hope all of your
dreams come true!
Love Mom & Dad

Emily August
Bud Louie

SJ
Ryder Rossi

Sheena Ryder Rossi

Sliammon’s New Years Baby
Born Jan 3rd

Sliammon Culture
Programs
Open to everyone, for more information contact the Culture
Department, David Louie - 604 483 9646.

CARVING
Thursdays
6:00 to 8:00pm held at the Salish Center
Instructor: Charlie Bob

BASKET WEAVING
Tuesdays
3:30 to 5:30pm held at the Culture Lodge
Instructor: Dorothy Louie

LANGUAGE CLASSES
Thursdays
3:30pm to 5:30pm
Held at the Culture Lodge
Instructor: Dawna Pallen
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Student
Tutoring
Schedule

Grace
Adams
Open Door Healing Rooms
Come Experience Healing

You are invited! Join us for free coffee and refreshments every
Wednesday from 3-5 pm
Emerge Wellness Society Building
4922 Salish Rd., Sliammon

Monday, Wednesday
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Ahms Tah Ow School
Tuesday, Thursday
3:15 - 4:30 pm
Brooks School

Come and meet the folks from
Open Door Healing Rooms
who will be regular guests
at the Cultural Lodge
4940 Salish Drive

Experience Freedom
These events are open to the community and are great support
for those individuals and families who are in need and feeling alone or hopeless. We offer healing prayer and support to
anyone needing physical healing or wanting a better future for
themselves and their families.
Call Sandra (604) 483-3741 or Hazel and Bill Richman (604)
485-9168 to set up an appointment.

