
 

Tla’amin Legacy Homes Policy – A Summary 

What this policy is about 
Before the treaty, Tla’amin Nation built and assigned many homes to Citizens under different kinds 
of ownership arrangements — some written, some informal. Under the Indian Act, land couldn’t be 
owned by individuals, but many people understood that their home was or would one day be theirs. 
When the Final Agreement (2016) came into effect, it created a new legal path for individual land 
title. This policy fulfills those earlier promises through a clear, fair process to transfer ownership of 
homes that were given or promised before treaty — known as Legacy Homes. It bridges two 
systems: the pre-treaty world, where ownership existed in practice, and the post-treaty world, 
where title is now possible. 

What homes this policy covers 
The policy applies only to Legacy Homes — single-family houses built before treaty (April 5, 2016) 
that were owned by Tla’amin Nation and are listed in Appendix A. Records and oral history show 
these homes were intended for ownership by the families living in them. Homes built or assigned 
after treaty are not included. 

Who can apply 
A Citizen can apply for ownership of a Legacy Home if they meet one of two pathways: 

1. Path A – Ownership Agreement: A documented agreement with the Nation (e.g., rent-to-
own, transfer agreement, or other proof of intent to provide ownership) that has been 
fulfilled. 

2. Path B – General Eligibility: Used only if no written agreement exists. Applicants must be in 
good standing, have a clear connection to the home, not have already received a home, and 
be ready to assume full responsibilities of ownership. 

How the process works 
Step What Happens Who Leads 

1.  Expression of 
Interest 

Citizen signals interest and confirm eligibility. Applicant → Housing 

2.  Application 
Invited applicants submit full application with 
records. 

Applicant → Housing 

3.  Review & Due 
Diligence 

Housing reviews eligibility: Lands checks lot 
details; Building Inspector may inspect home. 

Housing (lead), Lands 
(support) 
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4.  Meeting & 
Agreement Drafting 

Housing meets with applicant/family to review 
reports and draft a Transfer Agreement. 

Housing 

5.  Committee & EC 
Decision 

Legacy Homes Transfer Committee reviews: 
Executive Council makes final decision. 

Housing (lead), Lands 
& Public Works 
(committee), EC 

6.  Title Transfer 
Once approved and all conditions met, Lands 
Department registers title. 

Lands 

Key Deadlines 
Milestone Date / Timeline 
Expression of Interest Deadline January 31, 2026  
Application Deadline June 30, 2026 (Full applications must be received by this date) 
Corrections Deadline Within 30 days of being notified of an incomplete application. 
Resolution Date  
(Final Transfer Deadline) 

December 31, 2027 (All approved transfers must be completed 
by this date) 

If you do not apply by the Application Deadline, you lose any entitlement to ownership. 
All transfers must be completed by the Resolution Date. After that date, any homes not transferred 
remain Nation-owned housing under tenancy law, and no new applications will be accepted. 

What happens after title transfer 
Once title is transferred: 

Ø The home becomes a Privately-Owned Home. 
Ø The Citizen becomes a Homeowner responsible for all maintenance, utilities, and repairs. 
Ø The Nation no longer maintains or repairs the home but can help connect homeowners with 

local trades or funding programs. 

Why this matters 
This policy: 

Ø Keeps promises made to Citizens before treaty. 
Ø Provides fairness and transparency for everyone. 
Ø Creates certainty by resolving outstanding ownership questions by the end of 2027. 
Ø Honors taʔaw (our teachings) of accountability, respect, fairness, and integrity in how we 

govern our lands and homes. 

Questions? 
Contact us at housing@tn-bc.ca 


